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September 11, 2020
 
Dear Parents,
 
Thank you for your encouragement and support as we begin the 2020-2021 academic year. I know our students are relieved to again 
have a regular routine and we have been pleased with their engagement and positive spirit. As you know, we have welcomed students 
back on campus and plan to have more join us on September 21. I am writing to communicate some details about this next step in our 
term.
 
We currently have 200 boarding students on campus in 23 cohorts organized by dormitory or dormitory floor. They are participating 
in online classes from their dorm rooms, eating as cohorts in the dining room, and participating as cohorts in afternoon and evening 
activities. All students here [as well as faculty and staff] have recently had negative PCR COVID-19 tests. Life on campus is certainly 
different as we emphasize mask wearing, distancing, and increased hygiene, but our students and faculty have been great and we are 
off to a successful start.
 
As we prepare to welcome more students to campus on September 21, I want to review some details and expectations. Students 
planning to arrive on September 21 need to have negative PCR COVID-19 tests within 10 days of this date. We will offer tests on 
campus for any students needing them on September 16 and 17. Patrick Booth will communicate directly with day student families 
about testing in the coming days. Boarding students that have been self-isolating at home [and have a negative PCR COVID-19 test 
within 10 days of September 21] can move into their dormitory rooms on September 21 between 10am and noon. Day students [with 
negative PCR COVD-19 tests within 10 days of September 21] should plan to arrive here beginning at noon on the 21st. In the coming 
days Greg Lynch will be emailing specific details to day student families about orientation on the afternoon of September 21. Our 
academic schedule for the remainder of the fall term will begin on September 22 and can be viewed here. 
 
We are working with Diligent Urgent Care and Priority Urgent Care on testing throughout the academic year. We plan to test each 
student, faculty, and staff member biweekly through the fall term. We have six staff members that have completed formal contact 
tracing educational programs. We have invested significantly in vast amounts of PPE, extensive testing, more staffing in several areas 
including health and cleaning services, and space alterations around campus to accommodate social distancing needs. Our remote 
learning program infrastructure is also quite strong. Around 50 students have confirmed they will be in our remote learning program 
through at least January and we are certainly prepared for this number to grow. An essential point is that our academic year can 
successfully unfold if more or even all students need to pursue this option instead of on-campus classes.
 
In closing, I want to emphasize how much we are depending on the support of all students and parents as we expand capacity on 
campus later this month. Our expectation is students are essentially at school or at home, and are exercising disciplined judgement in 
areas including mask wearing, social distancing, and personal hygiene. Please remember students can remain home and not miss any 
classes given how our remote learning option is arranged.
 
Thank you in advance for your commitment to this new experience and your support of Suffield Academy.
 
Sincerely,

Charles Cahn III
Head of School

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1599771083/suffieldacademyorg/wnghf1jkrtrzonsha3xb/AcademicSchedule_September2020.pdf

